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that the Russians are making experiments, on a scale beyond our range
in Canada at present, from which we also can benefit.7*
RELATIVE ADVANTAGES OF THE NEW LANDS OF THE WORLD
Many years ago, during my research in Australia, I made a rather
elaborate attempt to forecast the totals of white population which might
ultimately settle in the chief pioneer lands of the world. My method
was, 1 think, rather novel; and had one merit, that it used the present
population of Europe as a check on the possibilities of the new lands.
Hence, before describing my comparative method, it will be advantageous
and, I hope, interesting to consider how the population pattern of Europe
has developed.
I clo not see how anyone can contemplate the very definite pattern
of the population of this oldest collection of "white" nations, and not
become a convinced "environmentalist" (Yet many of my geographical
friends remain "possibilists," so that I fear my arguments are not quite
as strong as they seem to mel)
What is the purpose of studying European history? Surely one main
reason is to see how the nations of Europe have become grouped into the
very definite pattern which is apparent in Fig. 97. European history
traces the rise of the Roman Empire with its many colonies,, and the
folk-wanderings with the transfers of whole nations. It discusses the
conquests of soldiers like Caesar, Charlemagne, Saladin, Suliman and
Napoleon, Yet it is almost impossible to find any trace of the changes
which they brought about in the European population pattern of today,
which is perhaps the most characteristic result of social development.
Far more significant are the controls summed up in the word environ-
ment. Build, temperature, rainfall and coal dominate Europe today;
and to them alone is due the significant distribution of the peoples of
Europe.
In the main map in Fig. 97 is given the varying density of the
peoples of Europe: from the black patches which contain more than
512 people to the square mile, to the widely spaced dots, which indicate
densities less than sixteen people to the square mile. The major environ-
mental controls appear in the three small maps at the side. A shows the
chief temperature and rain controls; B shows the ragged mountains
around the Mediterranean, and the relic plateaux. (These topographic
Tauthort memoir, "A Mackenzie Domesday: 1944" (Canadian Journal of
Economics and Political Science,, May, 1945).